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Today’s goals

➽ Briefly share basic concepts of the McKinney-Vento 
Act

Eligibility

School selection

Immediate enrollment

Transportation

Impacts to families, students, schools

➽ Share data about homeless students in Everett and 
Monroe School Districts, and Snohomish County

➽ Share scenarios of homeless students



The McKinney-Vento Homeless 
Assistance Act

ǐOriginally introduced in 1987 

ǐReauthorized  in Elementary and 

Secondary Education Act (ESEA) in 2002

ǐAmended by the Every Student 

Succeeds Act (ESSA) of 2015



Turn and talk

Who or what do you think of when you think of 
homeless students in Snohomish County 
schools?

How many homeless students do you think were 
enrolled in Snohomish County last year?



Á living on the streets, 
Ásleeping in a car, 
Áhanging out in a park at night, 
Ábeing without parents/family, 
Á living in a tent or travel trailer...

Those children exist in our schools, but so do
children who are:

Did you picture them...



Á doubled up with friends or family
Á living in a shelter
Á living in a motel or hotel
Á living on their own
Ámoving from place                                       to 

place



How many students 
experiencing homelessness 
did you guess were enrolled in 
Snohomish county schools last 
year?



300 youth are homeless 
every night

in Snohomish County



Growth in number of homeless 
students in EPS 2009 -2016



Growth in number of homeless 
students in MSD 2009-2016



Growth in Washington state and 
nationally

School 
Year

Washington 
State % 
students

National
number 
children

2010-11 2.5% 1,065,794

2011-12 2.6% 1,168,354

2012-13 2.9% >1,200,000

2013-14 3.1% 1,360,747

2014-15 3.3%

2015-16 3.6%



Percent of homeless children in 
Snohomish County school districts



Barriers to education for children 
and youth in homeless situations

žHigh mobility resulting in lack of school 

stability and education continuity

žEnrollment requirements

žLack of transportation

žPoor health, fatigue, hunger

žPrejudice and misunderstanding



Looking for Your Future:
How youth cope…



Definition of homeless

Children and youth who 
lack a fixed, regular, and 

adequate nighttime 
residence



Examples of homeless

Á άCouch-ǎǳǊŦƛƴƎΣέ ŘƻǳōƭŜŘ-up, or sharing the housing of 
others due to economic hardship, eviction or loss of 
housing, domestic violence, etc.

Á Living in motels, campgrounds, substandard housing

Á Living in cars, abandoned buildings, or other inadequate 
accommodations

Á Living in a shelter

Á Sleeping and living in a public                                          
place not designed for that, or                                               
living on the street



Startling statistics

Á 1 in 27students in Washington State is 
experiencing homelessness.

Á 50%of homeless children are in elementary 
school or younger.

ÁMore than 25%of all Washington students 
experiencing homelessness are living in 
shelters, motels, or places not meant for 
human habitation.

Schoolhouse WASHINGTON



Startling statistics

ǐHomeless children in the U.S. typically change schools 
multiple times per year, losing 4 - 6 months of learning 
with each move.

ǐHousing instability at ages pre-K to grade 5 triggers 
toxic stress, which can result in lifelong mental and 
physical disorders.

ǐHomelessness disproportionately impacts 
Washington’s students of color.

Á1 in 10black students; 1 in 35white students

Schoolhouse WASHINGTON



The stress of homelessness affects children deeply. 
They miss out on the best parts of being a kid, 
losing their sense of wonder and chance to just 
play. 



Unaccompanied Homeless Youth

Youth who are not in the 
physical custody of a 
parent or guardian



Unaccompanied Homeless Youth

Á 245students qualified as Unaccompanied Homeless 
Youth in Everett Public Schoolsin 2015-16.

Á Currently 116UHY at our high schools (33% of total high 
school homeless students)

Á 276UHY total (31% of total homeless students)
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Á 60students qualified as Unaccompanied Homeless Youth 

in the Monroe School District in 2015-16.
Á Currently 33UHY at our high schools(23% of total high 

school homeless students)
Á 42UHY total (30% of total homeless students)



UHY



Common signs of homelessness

Á Attended many different schools

Á Poor health; always hungry

Á Poor attendance; tardiness

Á Poor hygiene

Á Not prepared for class

Á Social or behavioral changes

Á Vague comments about current living situation 



Effects of homelessness

Á54% of children in homeless situations experience some form 
of developmental delay

ÁLower scores on standardized tests

Á Inconsistent and inadequate health care and nutrition

ÁHigher absenteesim, which leads to lower overall academic 
achievement

ÁLess likely to participate in school activities including sports; 
more likely to get in trouble

ÁHalf as likely to graduate from high school and twice as likely to 
repeat a grade



Chronic Absenteeism



Perserverence



No child or youth deserves the brutal 
reality that is homelessness

άLǘϥǎ ŀ ǎƘŀƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŜǾŜƴ ƻƴŜ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ƛƴ 
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΦ .ǳǘ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ƳƛƭƭƛƻƴΚ ¢Ƙŀǘϥǎ ŀƴ ŜǇƛŘŜƳƛŎΦέ



Students who are homeless have 
rights under federal law

Á The right to attend the school in the area they are 
living OR their school of origin OR  the school they 
attended when they were last permanently housed 
- to the extent feasible

Á The right to immediate enrollment and assistance 
collecting any necessary school documents or 
getting necessary medical records or immunizations

Á Transportation from where they are living to their 
school (and back) to the extent feasible



Feasibility

Feasibility factors:
ÁThe age of the student
ÁThe distance of the commute and the impact it may 
ƘŀǾŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ

ÁThe length of anticipated stay in the current location
ÁThe time remaining in the school year
ÁConnection to the school

What is feasible for a high school student is different 
from what is feasible for a kindergarten student.



Transportation

The largest cost to implement McKinney-Vento requirements 
is transportation so students can attend their school of 
origin.

We transport students from Mount Vernon to Tukwila, and 
from Granite Falls to Oak Harbor.

EPS and MSD share transportation for 24students.



Rights continued . . .

ÁFree breakfast and lunch

ÁEducational services such as                
special education, gifted education, English 
language instruction, reading and math 
support

ÁImmediate enrollment into additional 
academic support services if needed



Some ways schools help

ÁRecognize the signs of homelessness

ÁAdjust assignments so students not living in a 
permanent situation have the opportunity to 
complete them

ÁHold the student accountable for what he/she 
cancontrol (i.e., behavior, attitude), not what is 
not in his/her control (access to technology 
outside of school, purchase of supplies, etc.)

Á Avoid taking away possessions



Possessions



I am thankful for my bed and hous.

I am thankful for this because I 
ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎƭŜŜǇ ƻƴ 
concrete in a van sometimes in the 
Ǌŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǎƴƻǿΦ L ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜ 
to move here to there to noware. 
LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƻŘΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ōŀǊŜƭȅ ŜǾŜƴ 
aford food let alon a place to sleep. 
The moment you sleep in a bed it 
feels like you are sleeping on a 
cloud!



What a homeless child needs 
most is a home


